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ELQQR DEBATE

he's looking at it. If the only thing that we had in this 
equation was the American farmer on one hand and the world 
market on the other, that's one thing. But you've got somebody 
else in there who is helping to devastate the condition of the 
American farmer and that's these huge multinational agribusiness 
companies because they are the ones who are going to tell these 
farmers in America, you're going to take what I give you. If 
you don't sell your stuff to me, nobody is going to buy it. So 
you've got a sieve that you have to pass through before you even 
get to the world market. There are other people who are
fighting back and forth at the world level. The farmer, as I
was mentioning to I think it was Senator Kremer, is always a 
stationary target because the farmer is rooted to that land. 
The land cannot be moved. The farmer cannot move from that
land. The farmer is always the target. I do not disagree with
Senator Wehrbein and others on this floor who have talked from 
time to time about the amount realized by a middle person which 
leaves the farmer out, basically. So if you look at what the 
consumer is paying for a finished product, even when you factor 
in a reasonable profit for those who get that product along the 
way and put it in the finished state, there still is more that 
they're deriving than is necessary to have a decent profit, and 
the farmer is being left out, basically, because the farmer has 
no choice, or not much in the way of a choice. So in 
desperation, I agree, the person who is farming is going to say 
I am going to produce more since I'm getting less, hoping that 
by producing more, I'll at least get what I was getting before 
the bottom started falling out. But the big purchasers of these 
grains know what is going to happen. They know that the farmers 
are going to panic. They know that as soon as it sets into the 
farmer's brain that the price is going down, the producers of 
that commodity are going to run out and immediately start to 
plant more, produce more, have a bigger surplus, and depress the 
price even more. And I, who am going to buy, do not have to buy 
more of your grain. I can just wait. The surplus is so big now
that what these farmers in America do, no matter what it is,
will have absolutely no impact on the surplus that's in the
world now. If they add to it, they increase their misery. But
they are not going to add enough to affect the world price 
substantially. But there are people who are looking at the
world view and they will know, not just what's happening today,


